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Advisor: Professor Jeff Nichols
Todesfuge (2008-2010) is a setting, for tenor and chamber orchestra, of Paul Celan's poem of the 
same name. Celan wrote his landmark work on the Holocaust in the years after he himself was 
freed from internment in a Romanian forced labor camp in 1944, though its imagery is drawn 
from accounts of the death camps in Poland. From the outset, I was ambivalent about setting this 
text to music, but felt compelled, and my response was to frame it with idiomatic references to 
German music from Wagner to Weill, exploring the discomfort of using aesthetic artifice to 
represent unspeakable atrocities. In this sense, my setting aspires to enter into a dialogue with the 
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can't have a piece called Death Fugue without a fugue!")—and for accompanying me on the 
piano as I sang through weekly recitals of my work in progress (I am not a trained singer). I'd 
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singing the premieres of both the initial version with piano accompaniment and the orchestral 
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